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LETTER 


T  O 


Samuel  Holden,   Efq;    &c. 


S  I  Ry 

Have  perufed  your  Speech, 
as  I  found  it  in  the  pub- 
lick  Papers  of  Saturday 
and  having  heard  no  Com- 
plaint againft  the  Printer,  that  he 
has  fent  Abroad  a  falfe  Speech,  or 
a  true  one  without  Warrant ;    I 
A  %  muft 
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muft  take  it  for  granted,  that 
what  he  has  publifhed,  is  genuine, 
and  by  Direction. 

To  tell  you  my  Opinion  of  it ; 
I  think  it  is  in  the  main  3.  wife 
Speech,  duly  guarded,  and  well  a- 
daptedtotheEndsyouhad  inView, 
—  The  difluading  your  Friends 
from  their  Attempt  to  procure  a 
Repeal  of  the  Corporation  and 
Teft  Ads  during  the  prefent  Par- 
liament, — The  pointing  out  to 
them  a  Jun&ure  that  may  be  more 
favourable,  —  and  The  Convin- 
cing them  of  the  Importance  and 
Neceflity  of  maintaing  Unanimity 
in  the  mean  Time. 

There  is  no  doubt,  but  many 
Members  who  inwardly  wifh  well 
to  the  Caufe,  will  be  fhy  of  ap- 
pearing openly  in  it,  while  they 
have  an  Ele&ion  in  View,    left 

they 
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they  fhould  weaken  any  Part  of 
their  Intereft ;  and  others  may 
not  readily  find,  upon  the  Balance, 
whether  they  fhall  gain  or  lofe  by 
appearing  for  it,  and  may  there- 
fore difcreetly  keep  away ;  and 
the  more  zealous  and  fanguine, 
who  may  have  Views  beyond  the 
Repeal  of  thofe  two  Ads,  will 
naturally  think  it  ill  judg'd,  to 
begin  a  Work  at  the  Conclufion  of 
a  Parliament,  which  will  not  al- 
low Time  fuflicient  to  accomplijh 
the  whole  Defign.  But  after  the 
Elections  are  over,  Friends  will 
fpeak  and  act  with  Freedom  and 
Courage  ;  when  they  are  to  have 
no  Converfation  with  Electors  for 
feven  whole  Years  ;  and  have 
Time  enough  before  them  to  fi- 
nim  that  Work,  and  to  put  the 
Oppofers  out  of  a  Condition  ei- 
ther 
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ther  to  Help  or  Hurt  for  the  Time 
to  come.  And  tho'  it  may  be  faid, 
that  Minifters  are  apt  to  talk  a 
different  Language  before  and  af- 
ter Elections ;  and  that  the  Face 
of  Affairs  at  Home  and  Abroad 
may  not  always  continue  the 
fame  :  That  is  an  Argument  that 
cuts  both  Ways,  and  neither  Side 
can  tell  to  whofe  Advantage  or 
Difadvantage  the  Difference  of 
Times  and  Seafons  may  turn. 

In  the  next  Place,  you  are  cer- 
tainly in  the  Right  to  prefs  Unani- 
mity among  Friends,  in  order  to 
have  greater  Weight  at  the  ap- 
proaching Elections.  The  Di£ 
ienters  have  of  late  Years  a&ed  an 
unpolitick  Part,  in  Dividing ; 
firft,  upon  the  Point  of  Arianifm 
and  Orthodoxy ;  then,  upon  the 
Point  of  Subfcribing  or  Not-Sub- 

fcribing 
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{bribing  to  Creeds  and  Articles; 
and  again,  about  the  bert:  Method 
of  Preaching,  whether  in  the  Old 
or  the  New  Way.  Great  Heats 
have  bem  among  them  upon  thofe 
feveral  Points  ;  and  the  Divifions 
they  have  occafion'd,  have  been 
very  prejudicial  to  the  common 
Caufe,  and  renderd  the  Menaces 
of  that  Body  far  lefs  formidable 
than  heretofore.  And  if  it  mould 
further  appear,  that  their  pronenefs 
to  quarrel  among  themfelves,  will 
not  fuffer  them  to  agree  even  in 
proper  Meafures  of  attacking  the 
Eftablifhed  Church,  the  World 
will  be  apt  to  take  it  for  granted, 
they  can  agree  in  nothing. 

All  this  therefore  is  wholfome 

and    feafonable  '  Advice,     within 

Doors  and  among  Friends ;  but 

furely  the  making    thefe  Things 

B  publick 
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pub  lick,  was  a  very  wrong  Step. 
It  might  eafily  be  forefeen,  that 
the  referring  this  Work  for  a  new 
Parliament,  muft  alarm  and  awa- 
ken the  Friends  of  the  Church, 
and  raife  a  fuitable  Spirit  among 
them,  and  fuggeft  to  them  the 
Neceflity  of  entring  into  Coun- 
ter-AfTociations  for  the  Support  of 
their  Eftablifliment.  When  No- 
tice of  an  Attack  is  given  fo  long 
before,  and  in  fuch  zpublick  Man- 
ner, can  it  be  fuppos'd,  that  they, 
againfl  whom  this  is  intended,  will 
deep  on  in  Security,  and  not  roufe 
themfelves,  and  make  the  beft 
Provifion  they  can  for  ?  Defence  * 
And  if  it  mould  fo  fall  out,  that 
the  Cry  at  the  next  Elections 
mould  be,  The  Church,  and  The 
Dijfenters  ;  and  that  Cry  mould 
be  attended  with  untoward  Con- 
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fequences  ;  who  will  bs  in  the 
Blame  P  They  who  were  ready  to 
protect  the  Diflenttrs  in  a  full  En- 
joyment of  their  Toleration,  and 
to  go  on  with  them  in  a  friendly 
and  peaceable  Manner  upon  the 
Foundation,  which  was  laid  at  the 
Revolution  ;  or  they,  who,  out  of 
a  Thirfl  after  temporal  Power  and 
Profit,  and  without  the  leaft  Pre- 
tence  of  any  Uneafinefs  from  the 
Church,  are  breaking  down  the 
Revolution-Barrier,  and  opening 
an  endlefs  Scene  of  Jealoufy  and 
Confufion. 

I  hope,  you  will  forgive  me  the 
Freedom  I  have  taken,  in  telling 
you  my  Thoughts  of  your  Con- 
duct in  that  Affair,  fo  far  as  con- 
cerns your  DifTenting  Brethren, 
and  the  Caufe  they  are  engaged 
B  i  in 


(12  ) 
in.  But  to  deal  clearly  with  you, 
you  had  recejv'd  no  Trouble  from 
me,  if  you  had  ftopt  here.  Thus 
far  you  acled  in  ( haraBer,  fuita- 
bly  to  your  Proft mon  as  a  DifTen- 
ter,  and  to  your  S  ation  as  Chair- 
man at  a  publick  Confulta-  ion  for 
the  Good  of  the  Community.  But 
what,  I  befeech  you,  could  empt 
you  to  enter  into  the  Characters 
and  Conducl  of  others  who  are 
not  of  your  Body,  and  to  declare 
decifively  from  the  Chair,  that  the 
Delign  of  repealing  the  Corpora- 
tion and  Teft  Acls,  can  be  oppojed 
by  none?  but  fuch  as  are  under  the 
Power  of  Bigotry,  or  the  Biafs  of 
Interest  f 

Bigotry  is  a  Term  appropriated 
to  religious  Matters,  and  implies 
fuch  an  Excefs  of  Zeal  for  fome 

one 
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one  Sed  in  Religion,  or  for  fome 
one  Way  ofWorfhip,  as  difpofes 
Men  to  Unkindnefs  and  Severity 
towards  all  others ;  and  the  Oppo- 
fition  you  fuppofe  was  not  like  to 
come  from  any  Quarter,  but  the 
Church  of  England.  And  mall  a 
Zeal  for  the  Prefervation  of  that 
Church,  which  the  Laws  of  the 
Land  have  eftablifhed,  and  which 
gives  not  the  leaft  Disturbance  to 
thofe  who  dilTent  from  it,  be  cal- 
led Bigotry  ;  and  thofe  Perfons 
who  exert  that  Zeal  when  they  fee 
it  actually  attack'd,  be  branded 
wih  the  odious  Name  of  Bigots  ? 
It  was  a  wife  Part  in  you,  and  thofe 
who  were  in  the  fame  Sentiments 
with  you,  to  difcourage  and  dif- 
appoint  an  Attempt  of  the  more 
eager  Part  of  your  Meeting,    to 

pro- 
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pronounce  the  Corporation  and 
Teft  Acts  a  Grievance ;  and  the 
Reafon  given  againft  it  was  a  good 
one,  That  they  fubfifted  as  yet  un- 
der the  Sanction  and  Authority  of 
the  Legislature.  It  is  to  be  wifh'd 
that  the  fame  Reafoning  had  oc- 
eur'd  to  you,  before  you  pronoun- 
ced a  Zeal  for  that  Church,  which 
fubnfts  as  yet  upon  the  Sanction 
and  Authority  of  fo  many  Acts  of 
Parliament,  to  be  Bigotry. 

The  other  Imputation,  of  being 
biafsdby  Inter  eft^  is  no  lefs  ftrange. 
Was  it  ever  thought  before,  that 
the  Concern  which  is  fhewn  by  a- 
ny  Man  or  Body  of  Men,  for  the 
Security  of  an  Intereft  with  which 
the  Laws  have  inverted  them,  was 
to  be  condemned  as  a  Biafs  crimi- 
nal or  undue  f  And  can  any  thing 

be 


(  15  ) 

be  more  furprinng,  than  toufind 
that  the  Imputation  comes  from 
thofe,  who  in  the  Purfuit  of  this 
whole  Affair  can  have  Nothing  in 
View  but  temporal  Inter  eft  •>  with- 
out the  leaft  Mixture  of  Religion 
or  Confcience,  which  are  fully  fe- 
cured  to  them  by  former  Laws  f 

Mutual  Charity  and  Candor  in 
palling  Judgment  upon  others,  ef- 
pecially  in  Matters  of  Religion,  is 
a  Character  by  which  the  Diffen- 
ters  have  long  arTe&ed  to  diftin- 
guifli  themfelves.  But  furely  you 
forgot  that  Part  of  your  Character, 
when  you  pronounced  roundly  and 
without  Refer ve,  that  thofe  who 
were  like  to  oppofe  your  Bill,  could 
be  led  into  that  Opposition  by  no- 
thing but  Bigotry  or  Inter  eft.  Cha- 
rity would  have  directed  you  to 

hope 
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hope  and  believe,  that  many  of 
thofe  from  whom  the  Oppofl.ion 
was  expected,  and  who  knew  the 
ill  Influence  of  {uch  a  Bill  upon 
the  Government  and  Worfhip  of 
the  eftablifhed  Church,  would  act 
out  of  a  fincere  Concern  to  pre- 
ferve  a  Government  which  they  are 
firmly  perfuaded  to  be  as  old  as 
the  Days  of  the  Apoftles,  and  a 
Worfhip  which  they  believe  to 
be  more  agreeable  than  any  o- 
ther  to  the  ancient  Liturgies 
of  the  Chriftian  Church.  Charity 
would  have  further  fuggefted,that 
the  fame  Perfons,  out  of  an  ho- 
neft  Regard  to  the  National  Prof- 
perity  in  Church  and  State,  might 
be  influenced  in  their  Oppolition, 
fir  ft,  by  looking  back  to  the  di- 
ffracted and  miferable  Condition 
to  which  both  were  reduc'd  when 

that 
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thatGovermeiit  and  Worihip  were 
abolifhed,  and  then,  by  a  juft  Ap- 
prehenfion  that  the  like  MiferieS 
and  Confuiions  would  return, 
when-ever  they  mould  be  abolish- 
ed again.  And  a  good  Subject, 
who  is  a  Lover  of  Peace  andQuiet- 
nefs,  and  delights  to  fee  the  Admi- 
niftration  of  his  Prince  eafy  and 
unembarrafs'd,may  well  be  allow'd 
to  have  an  Eye  to  the  Difturbances 
which  almoft  unavoidably  arife 
from  publick  Attempts  of  this  Na- 
ture. Thefe  Motives  of  Opposi- 
tion, (all  or  any  of  them)  might 
well  have  been  fuppofed  by  the 
Candour  and  Charity  of  a  Diffen- 
ter ;  and  though  they  might  per- 
haps be  too  grating  and  unpala- 
table to  be  aflign'd  in  Form,  they 
mould  at  leaft  have  kept  him  from 
C  aflign- 
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aligning  two  others  of  the  mod 
odious  Nature  that  could  well  be 
picked  out,  Bigotry,  and  Self -In- 
ter eft. 

Though  the  Conferences  upon 
this  great  Affair  are  caft  into  a 
new  Shape,  I  prefume  your  Com- 
miffion  as  Chairman  ftill  fubfifts, 
and  may  occafion  a  fecond  Speech 
in  a  mort  Time,  when  the  Depu- 
ties from  the  feveral  Congregations 
in  and  about  London,  mail  be  re- 
turned. And  on  this  Suppofition, 
give  me  Leave  to  leave  this  fhort 
Advice  with  you,  To  ASi  in  Cha- 
racter ;  omit  Nothing  that  may 
tend  to  promote  the  Diffenting  In-r 
tereft,  and  fuggeft  Nothing  that 
may  fo  much  as  imply,  that  they 
who  are  in  the  Oppofition,  and 
mean  no  more  than  to  defend  the 

Bounds 
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Bounds  which  the  Conftitution  has 
afligned  them,  do  not  act  upon 
Motives  at  leaft  as  juft  and  as  ho- 
nourable, as  they  who  are  in  the 
Attack^  and  without  the  leaft  Pro, 
vocation,  are  making  Inroads  up- 
on their  peaceable  Neighbours. 

/  am, 

SIR, 

Your  Jtncere  Friend, 

and  Well-wijher. 
<£>ec.  5,1732, 


FINIS, 


